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Fairfax County Health Department • 703-246-2300 • TTY 703-591-6435 
 Visit our Web page at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fightthebite • fightthebite@fairfaxcounty.gov

Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Day

West Nile virus was first 
discovered in 1937 in 

the West Nile region of 
Uganda.

Mosquitoes  
can pass West  

Nile virus from birds to 
humans and horses. 

Did you know that West 
Nile virus only arrived in 

the U.S. in 1999?

West Nile virus has been 
detected in over 138 
species of dead birds.

There is no evidence that a person can get West Nile virus from 
handling live or dead infected birds. Avoid bare-handed contact 
when handling any dead animals, and use gloves or double plastic 
bags to place the bird carcass in a garbage bag. Contact your 
health department for additional guidance.
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